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From the Chern Lab 
To Your Dresser 
~ YNTHETIC glamour! Subtle fra-
l:J grance made from coal tar, civet, 
resin and molasses! 
Chemistry takes on new life when you 
realize that perfumes today owe their 
very existance to synthetics. They have 
taken the place of flowers in supplying 
costly odors; they give character to 
every perfume; they "fix" the perfume 
odor so it is permanent; and they have 
brought us hundreds of new odors pos-
sible only through synthesis. Moreover, 
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some of the aldehydes and alcohols 
which form the basis of newest scents are 
prepared by students of organic chemis-
try in our own home economics curri-
culum. 
Until synthetics were developed, 25 
tons of violets were needed to make a 
single ounce of natural perfume oil. Now 
this odor is made from coal tar. 
Today the chemist can quite simply get 
the rose odor which previously came 
only from flowers. Lilac and lily of the 
valley perfume would not be available 
without synthetics for no one has ever 
succeeded in extracting these natural 
oils from the flowers. Also, in discover-
ing synthetic lilac, the chemist found 
the sweetest and most peculiarly power-
ful odor. 
The new materials made possible by 
modern science have made the ancient 
art of perfume making the most fas-
cinating of synthetic chemistry. The 
chemist has evolved numerous shades 
of each odor type. He has created en-
tirely new perfume bases. These de-
velopments have been carried so far that 
every perfume depends on synthesis for 
its individuality and character. In the 
discovery of an alphatic aldehyde, 
lauric aldehyde, made from coconut oil, 
one of the most famous French perfumes 
came into existence. In addition, lauric 
aldehyde is so powerful that although 
it forms the base of the best perfumes 
today, only a few pounds of it are used 
each year. The chemist also has repro-
duced perfume components which are 
free from certain undesirable by-con-
stituents found in natural oils and are 
uniform in quality In this way the 
perfumer is unrestricted in his blending 
which has made possible the new realm 
of subtle perfume effects. 
The greatest triumph of all was the 
development of synthetic musk. Musk 
is the most important single material 
used in perfumery. It is a fixative , mean-
ing that it is a substance required to 
blend the many odors into one fragrance 
and to confer permanence on the per-
fume odor. If natural musk which comes 
from the glands of the male musk of 
Tibet could be had in a pure state it 
would be worth $40,000 a pound. 
The odiferous components are many 
in number and supply the main sub-
stance. The diluting agent is a pure and 
odorless alcohol produced by chemical 
process. The fixative blends are many 
odors into one and confers permanence 
on the perfume odor. 
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